
 

CANADA 150: Exploring Canadian Identity 

A Community Conference  

Sponsored by the Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners (CALL) 

Saturday, Nov. 4, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Rosedale Community Hall, 901 11 Avenue N.W.  

 

Canadians face the country’s 150th year with mixed feelings: while it is an occasion for 

celebration, it is also a time for sombre reflection on the country’s sad colonial legacy 

related to Indigenous peoples. Momentous changes that have shaken the world have 

forced us to examine both our sense of belonging and the basis for social cohesion.  

 

Against this backdrop, the seemingly arcane topic of Canadian identity seems suddenly 

relevant again. CANADA 150: Exploring Canadian Identity will examine the topic from 

several perspectives and by the end of it, the audience will have a clearer picture of this 

nebulous concept.  

 

PROGRAM 

 

MORNING 

 

9:00 a.m. Welcome:  M.C. Judy Hamill 

   

9:15: a.m. Keynote Address: In Search of Canadian Identity  

Since the time of Confederation in 1867, Canadians have searched for their identity. It 

has been a persistent almost obsessive, undertaking. Historian Douglas Francis will 

explore the various attempts to create a Canadian identity in the past, explain why they 

failed, and offer lessons to be learned for the present.  

 

10: 15 Break  

 

10:30 Panel: Perspectives on Canadian Identity Moderator: George Melnyk  



 

 Cora Voyageur:  Aboriginal Perspectives on Canada 150  

 Doreen Barrie:  Are there Canadian Values? 

 Tamara Seiler:  Multiculturalism and Canadian Identity  

 

11:30: Q &A/Discussion 

 

Noon-12.50 p.m.  Light lunch 

 

 

AFTERNOON 

 

1:00 p.m.  Introduction to Workshops 

 

1:10-2:15 p.m.  Workshops  

 

 Exploring Canadian Humour—Lynne Perras  

 Responding to the Refugee Crisis: Using Canadian Values to Encourage 

Community Connections--Beata Lutaba and Petrina Lee  

 Changing the Narrative: Truth and Reconciliation and Indigenous Identity--

Barbara Barnes 

 Constructing an Identity--Doreen Barrie 

 

Wrap-up  

 

2:20-2:50 p.m.: Reports on Workshops 

 

 

2:50-3:00 p.m.: Concluding Remarks  

 

 

Conference Presenters  

 



Barbara Barnes is a Child and Youth Care Counsellor at Hull Services and teaches 

courses in Indigenous Studies the U. of C. and in Native Studies, Indigenous Studies, 

and Communication and Humanities at MRC. Her M.A, and PhD research focused on 

issues of identity among Indigenous students in higher education. In addition to her M.A. 

and Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies, she holds two B.A. degrees, one with a double 

major in Psychology and Anthropology and one in Women’s Studies. She has published 

and presented academic papers on Indigenous identity issues, and has facilitated an 

Interest Group on Aboriginal Teachings for CALL.   

 

 

Doreen Barrie is an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Political Science Department at 

the University of Calgary. She has written on Canadian and Alberta politics, health care, 

federalism and environmental protection.  She is currently researching issues on water, 

particularly water markets. 

 

Douglas Francis is Professor Emeritus of Canadian history at the University of Calgary, 

where he taught from 1976, retiring in 2016 after a distinguished career as a scholar and 

teacher.  A specialist in Canadian and Western Canadian social and intellectual history, 

he is the author of many articles and a number of books, his most recent being The 

Technological Imperative in Canada: An Intellectual History.  Francis, R. Douglas, 

Jones, Robert and Smith, Donald B..  

Judy Hamill is well known to Calgarians for her work over many years at CBC, where 

she hosted The Homestretch and Daybreak Alberta.  A recent member of CALL, Judy 

serves on the Program Committee as the Co-Coordinator of Current Issues, and on the 

CALL Café Organizing Sub-Committee.  

 

Petrina Lee is the Assistant Coordinator for Community Connections for Newcomers at 

the Calgary Catholic Immigration Society.   

 

Beata Lutaba is the Coordinator for Community Connections for Newcomers at the 

Calgary Catholic Immigration Society.  

 

George Melnyk is a Professor Emeritus of Communication—Media and Film at the 

University of Calgary, where he specialized in Canadian film and literary history, 

https://hist.ucalgary.ca/profiles/144-27540
https://hist.ucalgary.ca/profiles/144-27666


Western Canadian identity and peace studies. He is the author of a number of books on 

the West, including a two-volume Literary History of Alberta. George has also facilitated 

a number of Interest Groups for CALL.  

 

Lynne Perras is a Senior Instructor Emerita of Communication, Media and Film at the 

University of Calgary.  In addition to teaching for many years, she also served as an 

Assistant Dean. Her academic work has focused on Canadian popular culture, 

particularly Canadian humour, animation and the history and culture of hockey, and she 

has a number of publications on these topics.   

 

Tamara Palmer Seiler is Professor Emeritus of Canadian Studies at the University of 

Calgary. Her research and teaching interests have included Canadian literature, 

immigration history, and multiculturalism. She has published a number of articles and 

chapters on these topics, and is the co-author/editor of several books and articles on 

Alberta history and culture. She has co-facilitated several CALL Interest Groups.  

 

Cora Voyageur is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Calgary, where she 

specializes in issues of Gender, First Nations, Work and Occupations and Development.  

She teaches a wide range of sociology courses including courses on social stratification 

and on criminal justice. She has published widely on First Nations issues, and is known 

for her work on Aboriginal leadership and governance and on First Nations women. 

 

 

 


